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The Mississippi River Delta and nearby coast appear dark in the sunglint from the ISS. Oil on the water smoothes the surface texture, and the  
reflection of the Sun accentuates the difference between the smooth, oil-covered water (dark to light gray) and the rougher water of the ocean surface 
(colored silver to white). Wind and water currents patterns have modified the oil spill’s original shape into streamers and elongated masses. Among 

the coastal ecosystems threatened by the spill are the Chandeleur Islands (image right center).Images are from NASA’s Earth Observatory 
web site (http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/)


